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Kant explained Causation by Time. That either view has its peculiar 
difficulties the student of philosophy need not be told. F. C. S. S. 



Plato's Republic. The Greek text, edited, with notes and essays, by 
the late B. Jowett, M.A., Master of Balliol College, Regius Professor 
of Greek in the University of Oxford, and Lewis Campbell, M.A., 
LL.D., Honorary Fellow of Balliol College, Emeritus Professor of Greek 
in the University of St. Andrews. In three volumes. Oxford, at the 
Clarendon Press, 1894. — pp. xv +490 +356 +512. 

Over forty years ago the late Master of Balliol planned the publication 
of a commentary on the Republic, and these three volumes, only a small 
part of which is from his hand, are the tardy realization of that plan. Soon 
after his appointment to the Chair of Greek in 1855, as Campbell tells us 
in his preface, Jowett projected a scheme for an Oxford edition of the chief 
dialogues of Plato. The dialogues had been assigned to various scholars, — 
Poste, Campbell, Riddell. Grant, and others, — and from the first three named 
we have long since had the Philebus, Theaetetus, Sophistes, Politicus, and the 
Apology. Jowett himself was to prepare the edition of the Republic on 
which his first course of lectures in the University had been delivered. 
But while preparing the commentary he was diverted from his task by the 
publication of Essays and Reviews, etc. ; and by 1865 he had conceived the 
new plan of translating, not only the Republic, but the whole of the Platonic 
canon. This occupied him from 1865 to 1870. The translation issued from 
the press with introductions in 1871, a year after Jowett had been made 
Master of Balliol. Thus, while the plan of a commentary on the Republic 
was kept in abeyance, English literature was enriched and the interests of 
Platonic studies advanced by the masterly version familiar to all American 
and British students of philosophy. Under such circumstances one cannot 
much lament the postponement of the commentary. The plan of annota- 
ting the Republic was not, however, abandoned, but in 1875 Jowett took 
Campbell into partnership. The commentary now passed between them 
several times ; essays were arranged for ; the text was printed after the 
conservative Jowett had examined the proofs ; the revision was almost 
finished in the summer before he died ; and in the autumn of 1893 the 
completion of the plan was finally entrusted to the hands of Campbell. 
Much the greater part of the work is due to the surviving editor, although 
something of Jowett's spirit pervades all three volumes. The student of 
philosophy will naturally turn, not to the text (vol. I), nor to the commen- 
tary (vol. Ill), but to the volume of essays (vol. II) ; and in this he will 
surely be disappointed. For Campbell's work is mainly philological, and 
Jowett's contribution to this volume is very meagre, consisting of thirty-four 
pages in four fragments : ( 1 ) On the Text of Greek Authors, — mostly sound 
generalities but of no considerable working value ; (2) The Kingdom of 
Evil ; (3) The State and the Individual ; (4) Veracity. Nothing is offered 
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here which the student will find new or helpful. The remaining part of 
the volume of essays is by Campbell, and is occupied with matter mostly 
philological. The three essays which occupy the main space are, " On the 
Structure of Plato's Republic, and its relation to other Dialogues," "On 
the Text of this Edition," "On Plato's Use of Language." Campbell 
considers the Republic an artistic whole, having an unmistakable unity of 
design, and regards the theory of Krohn that the Republic is a patchwork 
of several dialogues, written before any of the other works had been com- 
posed, as untenable. There is no space here for reproducing the arguments 
of Campbell. It is of interest to note further that Campbell regards the 
Parmenides, Theaetetus, Sophistes, Politicus, Philebus, Timaeus, Critias, 
and Laws as the latest in composition, and written probably in the order 
named ; while the Republic he regards as belonging to a different and 
earlier group. In the fifty pages given to the explanation of philosophical 
terms (in the essay " On Plato's Use of Language ") not much is to be 
gleaned by the student of philosophy. The terms etSos, ifiea, ovaca, rb ov, 
<t>v(n<s, <uo-0r](ns, So£a, etc., are not defined in such a way as to be of much 
service to any one whose main interest is in philosophy, although one is 
ready to admit that these terms are employed in a vague, misleading, and 
changeable way by Plato, so that the fault is not altogether that of the 
commentator. These objections and complaints are brought from the 
standpoint of the philosophical reader, and not from that of the student of 
literature or philology. By the latter class of readers the work will doubt- 
less be regarded in a very different light. Apart from the desideratum of 
essays explanatory of Plato's philosophic thought, the work admirably 
supplies the need of a reliable, conservative text, and a practically exhaus- 
tive grammatical and historical commentary for the chief of the Platonic 
dialogues. W. A. H. 

Allgemeinheit und Einheit des sittlichen Bewnsstseins. Von Dr. Wil- 
helm Schneider, Dompropst und Professor der Theologie in Paderborn. 
Koln, J. P. Bachem, 1895. — pp. 132. 

The thesis which the author has set out to prove is the familiar one, that 
the ethical codes of all peoples are in complete agreement as far as funda- 
mental principles are concerned, and that the well-known divergence in 
moral judgments and in customs supposed to mirror such judgments is con- 
fined, wherever verifiable as fact, to subordinate details or to the application 
of the principles to the changing conditions of life. This established, our 
author hopes to have taken the ground from under the feet of the " gottlose 
und jenseitslose, auf rein irdische und fleischliche Grundsatze gestiitzte 
Sittlichkeit," represented by such boon companions as Hoffding, Max 
Stirner, Paulsen, Nietzsche, and Wundt. A formal list of the ethical axioms 
is unfortunately nowhere supplied us, but from occasional statements we 
gather that it would not differ materially in type from those made familiar 



